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a licensed traveler to Cuba until the
payees have received valid visas issued
by the State Department or other ap-
proved U.S. immigration documents.
See §515.560(c)(4) of this part for the
rules regarding the carrying of author-
ized remittances to Cuba. These remit-
tances may not be made from a blocked
source unless authorized pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this section.

(2) Up to an additional $1,000 per
payee on a one-time basis to Cuban na-
tionals for the purpose of enabling the
payees to emigrate from Cuba to the
United States, including for the pur-
chase of airline tickets and payment of
exit or third-country visa fees or other
travel-related fees. These remittances
may be sent only once the payees have
received valid visas issued by the State
Department or other approved U.S. im-
migration documents. A remitter must
be able to provide the visa recipients’
full names, dates of birth, visa num-
bers, and visa dates of issuance. See
§515.560(c)(4) of this part for the rules
regarding the carrying of authorized
remittances to Cuba. These remit-
tances may not be made from a blocked
source unless authorized pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this section.

(c) Provided the recipient is not a
prohibited official of the Government
of Cuba, as defined in §515.337 of this
part, or a prohibited member of the
Cuban Communist Party, as defined in
§515.338 of this part, certain remit-
tances from blocked sources are au-
thorized as follows:

(1) Funds deposited in a blocked ac-
count in a banking institution in the
United States held in the name of, or
in which the beneficial interest is held
by, a national of Cuba as a result of a
valid testamentary disposition, intes-
tate succession, or payment from a life
insurance policy or annuity contract
triggered by the death of the policy or
contract holder may be remitted:

(i) To that national of Cuba, provided
that s/he is a close relative, as defined
in §515.339 of this part, of the decedent;

(ii) To that national of Cuba as emi-
gration-related remittances in the
amounts and consistent with the cri-
teria set forth in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(2) Up to $300 in any consecutive
three-month period may be remitted
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from any blocked account in a banking
institution in the United States to a
Cuban national in a third country who
is an individual in whose name, or for
whose beneficial interest, the account
is held.

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses
may be issued on a case-by-case basis
authorizing the following:

(1) Remittances by persons subject to
U.S. jurisdiction, including but not
limited to non-governmental organiza-
tions and individuals, to independent
non-governmental entities in Cuba, in-
cluding but not limited to pro-democ-
racy groups, civil society groups, and
religious organizations, and to mem-
bers of such groups or organizations;

(2) Remittances from a blocked ac-
count to a Cuban national in excess of
the amount specified in paragraph
(c)(2) of this section; or

(3) Remittances by persons subject to
U.S. jurisdiction to a person in Cuba,
directly or indirectly, for transactions
to facilitate non-immigrant travel by
an individual in Cuba to the United
States under circumstances where hu-
manitarian need is demonstrated, in-
cluding but not limited to illness or
other medical emergency.

NOTE TO §515.570: For the rules relating to
the carrying of remittances to Cuba, see
§515.560(c)(4) of this part. Persons subject to
U.S. jurisdiction are prohibited from engag-
ing in the collection or forwarding of remit-
tances to Cuba unless authorized pursuant to
§515.572. For a list of authorized U.S. remit-
tance service providers other than deposi-
tory institutions, see Authorized Providers
of Air, Travel and Remittance Forwarding
Services to Cuba available from OFAC’s Web
site (www.treas.gov/ofac).

[74 FR 46006, Sept. 8, 2009]

§515.571 Certain transactions incident
to travel to, from, and within the
United States by Cuban nationals.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, the following trans-
actions by or on behalf of a Cuban na-
tional who enters the United States on
a non-immigrant visa or other non-im-
migrant travel authorization issued by
the State Department are authorized:

(1) All transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to travel between the United
States and Cuba, including the impor-
tation into the United States of accom-
panied baggage for personal use;
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(2) All transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to travel and maintenance within
the United States, including the pay-
ment of living expenses and the acqui-
sition of goods for personal consump-
tion in the United States;

(3) All transactions on behalf of air-
craft or vessels incident to non-sched-
uled flights or voyages between the
United States and Cuba, provided that
the carrier used has a carrier service
provider license issued pursuant to
§515.572. This paragraph does not au-
thorize the carriage of any merchan-
dise into the United States except ac-
companied baggage; and

(4) Normal banking transactions in-
volving foreign currency drafts, trav-
elers’ checks, or other instruments ne-
gotiated incident to travel in the
United States by any person under the
authority of this section.

(5) All transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to the activities for which a visa
or other travel authorization was
issued.

(i) This paragraph (a)(b) does not au-
thorize receipt of compensation in ex-
cess of amounts covering living ex-
penses and the acquisition of goods for
personal consumption. See
§515.5656(a)(5) of this part for the case-
by-case authorization of payments to
certain Cuban scholars of stipends or
salaries that exceed this limit.

(ii) Examples of transactions author-
ized by this paragraph (a)(b) include:
the payment of tuition to a U.S. edu-
cational institution by a national of
Cuba issued a student visa; the pay-
ment of compensation covering only
living expenses and the purchase of
goods for personal consumption to a
national of Cuba issued a performance-
related visa; and the rental of a stage
by a Cuban group issued a performance
visa.

(b) Payments and transfers of credit
in the United States from blocked ac-
counts in domestic banking institu-
tions held in the name of a Cuban na-
tional who enters the United States on
a visa or other travel authorization
issued by the State Department to or
upon the order of such Cuban national
are authorized provided that:

(1) Such payments and transfers of
credit are made only for the living,
traveling, and similar personal ex-
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penses in the United States of such
Cuban national or his or her family;

(2) The total of all such payments
and transfers of credit made under this
section from the accounts of such
Cuban national do not exceed $250 in
any one calendar month; and

(3) No payment or transfer is made
from a blocked account in which a spe-
cially designated national has an inter-
est.

(c) This section does not authorize
any transfer of property to Cuba, or,
except as otherwise authorized in para-
graph (b) of this section, any debit to a
blocked account.

NOTE TO §515.571: For the authorization of
certain transactions by Cuba nationals who
become U.S. citizens, apply for or receive
U.S. permanent resident alien status, or are
paroled into the United States, see §515.505
of this part.

[64 FR 25819, May 13, 1999, as amended at 68
FR 14148, Mar. 24, 2003; 69 FR 33773, June 16,
2004]

§515.572 Authorization of transactions
incident to the provision of travel
services, carrier services, and re-
mittance forwarding services.

(a)(1) Authorication of travel service
provider. The following persons wishing
to provide services in connection with
travel to Cuba are ‘‘travel service pro-
viders’’ for purposes of this part: Trav-
el agents, ticket agents, commercial
and noncommercial organizations that
arrange travel to Cuba; tour operators;
persons arranging through transpor-
tation to Cuba; persons chartering an
aircraft or vessel on behalf of others in
Cuba; and persons arranging hotel ac-
commodations, ground transportation,
local tours, and similar travel activi-
ties on behalf of others in Cuba. Travel
service providers must obtain author-
ization from the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control before providing services
with respect to travel to Cuba. The list
stated above should not be considered
exhaustive, as other persons may be
“travel service providers’” within the
meaning of this part. Opinions may be
obtained from the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control concerning the applica-
bility of this licensing requirement in
individual cases.
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